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Gilman Scholarship Application Checklist 
 

CHECKLIST                                                                                         NOTES 

 I plan to study abroad for at least 28 days 
My intended program study dates are: 
___________________ 

You do not need to be accepted to 
your program to apply for this 
scholarship 

 I’ve checked my financial aid offer and know that I 
am considered Pell eligible 

Find this through MYUW 

 I’ve ordered my official UW transcript to be sent to 
me or picked up by me 
 

Order online through MYUW 
Order in person: Schmitz Hall 225 

 I’ve selected Lisa Whitehead as Financial Aid 
certifying advisor 

Lisa will confirm your financial aid 
eligibility.  You do not need to visit 
her office 

 I’ve selected a study abroad advisor Email studyabroad@uw.edu if you 
do not know your study abroad 
advisor. 

 I’ve printed transcripts from previous college 
institutions 

These do not need to be official 

 I’ve attended a Workshop (Personal Statement or 
Gilman Application workshop) 
 

www.goglobal.uw.edu 

 I’ve received feedback on my personal statement Essay review/advising:  
Global Opportunities 
Writing Center 
OMSFA 

 I’ve received feedback on my outreach proposal Global Opportunities Advisor 

 I’ve reviewed  “what to do and avoid” list  

 I completed a final proof read of my materials and 
pushed submit before 9:59pm on the day the 
Gilman is due 

The due date for Gilman is 9:59pm 
Pacific Time.  Be sure to submit 
early! 

 

mailto:studyabroad@uw.edu
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FAQ  
Q: Where do I apply for the Gilman? 

A: Online.  http://www.iie.org/programs/gilman-scholarship-program.  

 

Q: What is a Pell Grant and how do I know if I have one? 

A: Federal Pell Grants are awarded to eligible undergraduate students. This is the largest federal student 
grant program. Eligibility is determined by the U.S. Department of Education. Your award 
amount is based on the Expected Family Contribution (EFC) printed on the Student Aid Report 
(SAR), the form mailed or e-mailed directly to you after you sent your Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 

Q. What if I haven’t been accepted into my study abroad program yet? 

A: Apply!  You can apply before you are accepted into your study abroad program.  Focus your personal 
statement on the program that you plan to attend. 

 

Q: Who is my study abroad advisor and how do I have them certify my application? 

A: If you have worked with someone on the list of advisors, select that person.  Otherwise, please email 
the Study Abroad office at studyabroad@uw.edu to find your advisor. They will provide Gilman 
with information about your study abroad length and approximate cost.  

 

Q. Who is my Financial Aid Advisor? 

A. Lisa Whitehead currently certifies your financial aid eligibility for Gilman. Please select her as your 
advisor. 

 

Q. Do I need a transcript?  

A. Yes! Go online to MY UW as soon as possible and order your transcript.  

 

Q. Where do I have the transcript sent? 

A. Have the transcript sent to your current address or pick it up from Enrollment Services.  You will 
upload the transcript to your Gilman Application. 

http://www.iie.org/programs/gilman-scholarship-program
mailto:studyabroad@uw.edu
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Q. How are Gilman applicants selected? 

A. Your application materials will be read and scored by 2 panelists.  Selection panels are comprised of 
professionals from study abroad, fellowship advisors, financial aid representatives, faculty 
members and academic staff from around the country.  Your application will be holistically 
scored so be sure to spend time on each essay.   

 

Q. I’m going on a short program (under 2 months), how can I make my application competitive?  

A. Be sure to write about why this program works best for you and how you plan to make the most of 
the experience.  

 

Q. Where can I find more information on the Gilman? 

A. The Gilman program offers webinars to students who are applying for a scholarship. It is highly 
advisable that scholarship applicants plan to attend a webinar to learn more about the Gilman 
and to have a chance to ask Gilman representatives questions.  

 

Q. Where can I get help on my application materials? 

A. Global Opportunities and the office of Merit Scholarships, Fellowships & Awards hold personal 
statement writing workshops and advise students on crafting their personal statement. We also 
advise you to use CLUE, the Writing Center and your peers for editing support. 

 

Q. I’m thinking of writing a blog for my project, will that work? 

A. It might work, but be aware that a lot of students will select a blog.  A better idea would be to start by 
identifying your networks & community.  What kind of outreach project or sharing project 
would work for your groups, workplace, department or off-campus community?  Start with your 
audience and then think about the medium for your message.   

 

Q.  I still have questions!   

A. Make an appointment with Global Opportunities! Email goglobal@uw.edu to sign up for an 
appointment time.  

mailto:goglobal@uw.edu
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Gilman what to do and what to avoid 

Yes, do include the following if true for you! 
 

I’m the first in my family to go to college.  Definitely mention this in at least one of your essays.  Gilman 
seeks to support students who might otherwise not study abroad.  It’s as easy as saying, “As a 
first generation college student, I…” 

I’ve never traveled outside the country before.  This is a great thing to mention in your essay.  Focus on 
why you selected this opportunity at this time.  How does this connect to future goals? How 
does it connect to your current studies? What will you learn there that you can’t learn in the 
classroom here? 

I have a major. Tell us what it is please!  What is the major and how does it connect with your passions, 
future goals and this study abroad experience? 

I have reached the maximum character limit. Write more!  We encourage you to write long for your 
first draft or two and then worry about cutting it to fit down to the character limit.  Do use the 
space that you have been allowed.  

I’ve been studying the language that’s spoken in my study abroad destination. Wonderful, tell us how 
you think your language will improve or how knowing some of the language will help you take 
full advantage of the study abroad opportunity.  

My study abroad program includes an internship. Learn as much about it and definitely include this in 
your essay. Gilman is focusing on both study and internships this year! 

I transferred to UW from a community college. Share this with Gilman and remember to include your 
former transcripts! Transcripts from previous institutions need not be official. 

I’m a STEM major. As a STEM major, it can be difficult to find the time to study abroad and to find a 
program that works with your on campus course sequence.  Definitely mention your major and 
the options available to you for study abroad. 

I’m going on an exchange. Share the details of how long you’ll be studying.  What do you know about 
your department? How does the work in that department connect to research or learning that 
you’re doing here at UW? 

I am going on a UW program because it fits my schedule best. Choosing a program that fits your needs 
and academic schedule is important. Since UW is on the quarter system, many of our students 
choose quarter-long programs because they work well with our calendar.  
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Consider leaving out the following, if they are true for you. 
 

I’ve been dreaming of traveling ever since I can remember.  Study abroad will be a fantastic experience 
for you!  Remember, that study abroad is more than travel along-it’s a rich, academic & cultural 
experience.  A lot of students tell us that they have always wanted to go to abroad and that may 
be true for you too.  For the Gilman essay, focus on why this program, this place at this time. 

I’ve traveled a lot growing up, so naturally I want to keep on traveling while in college! It’s wonderful 
that you have had the opportunity to explore other places.  Remember that study abroad is a lot 
different than a family trip, a backpacking trip or even a quick visit.  Study Abroad should bridge 
your current and future studies.  It should be a rich academic and cultural experience.  For the 
purpose of this essay, turn the focus away from past travel and focus instead on why this next 
experience is going to be such an important opportunity for you. 

I’m most excited for the opportunity to do side travel on my own.  It’s very important to take full 
advantage of your study abroad experience by pursuing side travel, when you have time.  When 
you write about side travel or additional activities, consider how they will enrich your full 
experience.  

I didn’t attend my program’s information session, and I don’t really know the details of the program. 
Stop writing and go visit the program’s website.  You can email your program coordinator, meet 
with a study abroad advisor or talk with past participants to learn more about the program.  If 
you write without knowing what your program is comprised of, you run the risk of being vague. 

These credits don’t count for my major, so I’m using them to fill other requirements. Remember you 
will be earning academic credit for your work.  If they are not filling major or minor 
requirements, they may fill elective or general requirements.  If this is the case, think about how 
the broad themes of your program or the individual components complement or expand on 
your work here at the University. Be specific about what your learning goals are even if they 
aren’t related to your major requirements. 

I’ve studied abroad before. This should not be the sole foundation for your essay.  You can mention it, 
but focus on this program, time, location & length of study.  

I wrote a similar essay to get into my study abroad program, so I think I’ll just use that one. It is highly 
advisable to treat this essay as a new project.  Consider the questions, the focus of Gilman and 
the way that your proposed project works to support your personal statement.  

 

 


	Updated Cover Page
	Application Checklist
	Gilman Scholarship Application Checklist
	CHECKLIST                                                                                         NOTES

	FAQ Gilman Application for UW Students
	Gilman Do list
	Yes, do include the following if true for you!
	Consider leaving out the following, if they are true for you.


