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"I love Pipeline because it’s
a very positive, community
based, and encouraging
program for the kids and
the UW tutors.”
–Vanessa Nourozi, Pipeline
Intern

“Northgate Elementary benefits
very much from partnering
with Pipeline, and your support
makes a huge impact. I hope
the Pipeline volunteers get as
much out of it as we do!”
-Erika Murdoch, Northgate
Elementary Volunteer
Coordinator
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Pipeline Mission Statement
Through the Pipeline Project, UW undergraduates provide K-12 students with tutoring, mentorship and support as a means
of transforming learning and inspiring the growth of both groups of students, while addressing inequities in public
education.

Students can get involved by:
Volunteering – Pipeline is partners with over 40 schools and organizations, including Seattle Public Schools and schools
across Washington State. By signing up as a volunteer under the Pipeline Project, students can get not only hands-on
experience in a professional setting, but also a chance to make a difference in the community!

Inner Pipeline Seminars – Our EDUC 401 Inner Pipeline Seminars cover a variety of topics in education, such as Math
and Science Tutoring, Tutoring English Language Learners, Immigrant and Refugee Communities, and much more!
Students who take a seminar will also get academic credits that go towards their graduation requirements.

Alternative Spring Break – Every year during Spring Break, the Pipeline Project will go to a rural or tribal community
in Washington State to work with schools on either a literacy or environmental science project. Students can join the
Pipeline Project on this special mission to get not only a chance to mentor K-12 students, but also the opportunity to meet
other UW undergraduates who share that same passion.
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EDUC 401 Inner Pipeline Seminars
During the 2015–2016 academic year, the Pipeline Project offered 41 Inner Pipeline seminars where students explored a
wide variety of education-related issues through participating in a weekly classroom seminar coupled with a tutoring or
volunteering experience in a local K-12 school or community organization. Pictured below is student feedback from our
Inner Pipeline Seminars.

55%

STRONGLY AGREE

The seminar
facilitator was
effective in leading
my seminar
sessions.

33%

AGREE
9%

NEUTRAL

3%

DISAGREE

- Pipeline Participant,
Strengths Based Seminar

“My inner pipeline seminar
instructor was very
engaging and helpful. She
addressed any issues she
saw and tried to answer all
our questions.”

52%

STRONGLY AGREE

The seminar
content was
interesting and
relevant.

“Educating is not only
about conveying a topic to
a student, but providing
them with a source of
strength, stability, and
modeling.”

38%

AGREE
8%

NEUTRAL

2%

DISAGREE

- Pipeline Participant,
Math and Science Tutoring
Seminar

38%

STRONGLY AGREE

43%

AGREE

I learned what I
hoped to learn
from this seminar.

Did the
Pipeline seminar
and tutoring
influence your
decision to pursue a
teaching career?

NEUTRAL
DISAGREE

17%
2%

33%

A LOT

36%

A MODERATE AMOUNT
20%

A LITTLE
NOT AT ALL

11%
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I felt I received
enough training
and preparation for
my tutoring
experience.

57%

YES

35%

SOMEWHAT

NO

8%

39%

YES

I plan to continue
tutoring next
quarter.

26%

MAYBE

-Pipeline Participant, Tutoring
English Language Learners
Seminar

35%

NO

37%

AGREE
NEUTRAL
DISAGREE

“Hearing students talk
about how I am a great
teacher and seeing how I
could build meaningful
relationships with them
has solidified my desire to
be a teacher.”

57%

STRONGLY AGREE

Overall my pipeline
experience was
valuable.

“The facilitator came with
great ideas and insight about
working with ELL's. The
readings were very interesting
and helped open up my eyes to
the importance of
understanding how to be a
caring and open educator.”

6%
0%

-Pipeline Participant,
Challenges and
Possibilities Seminar
Would you
recommend
service-learning to
another student?

“Our MEP students
are having a REALLY
positive experience
teaching with
Pipeline; thank you!”

93.00%
YES

NO

7.00%

Thomas J. Halverson,
Master’s in Education
Policy Director
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“I learned so much from
this class! I loved it and
would recommend it to
anyone!”
-Pipeline Participant,
Introduction to
Mindfulness Seminar
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Alternative Spring Break
For 16 years, the Pipeline Project has facilitated Alternative Spring Break (ASB) opportunities for UW undergraduates
where teams of students spend their spring break in a rural or tribal community of Washington State working with local
elementary and middle schools on literacy arts and environmental science projects.

ASB by the Numbers:
68 University of Washington Students
1283 elementary and middle school students
10 towns (Brewster, Curlew, Forks, Harrah, La Push,
Long Beach, Mattawa, Omak, Oroville, Tonasket)

“Along with the engaging lessons
on populations and ecosystems, I
especially appreciate that my
students were exposed first-hand
to college students who love
science. The idea that one might
pursue a career in the area of
science becomes real when
college students are in the room.”
-Teacher, Brewster Elementary

“This trip was so much more
than the teaching for me. I
thought that the teaching and
lessons would be the main part,
but I built relationships with my
group and the community that I
will cherish forever. I didn’t
expect to make such strong
connections and to be so
humbled by this experience.”
-ASB Student Participant
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“As a second grade student, UW
students attended my classroom
and helped me and my
classmates write our own stories.
It was a great experience to be
able to return to my elementary
school and show the students
that in the future they can be in
my shoes.”
-Nayeli, ASB Team Leader
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Telling Our Stories: The Neah Bay and Yakama
Nation Project
"Telling our Stories: Yakama Nation and Neah Bay" is a partnership with the Yakama Nation, and Neah Bay Elementary
School. During the 2015 - 2016 school year, a small group of UW students took part in a year-long project with students
from these two Native communities. Using oral histories, digital story-telling and photography, UW students mentored
5th and 6th grade students while learning about the rich history and culture of the Yakama and Makah people.

“This continuing yearlong project has
had wonderful benefits for both the
children from Neah Bay as well as the
UW students. They have had the time
to really develop a deep friendship.
The UW students have had the
experience of learning about our
culture and our students have been
able to learn about the life of a
college student and imagine, ‘This is
something I could do as well!’”

“I didn’t expect to find a
community in my team and in the
kids that we worked with. This
project has shown me that
relationships are far more valuable
than any kind of curriculum.”

-Alice Murner, Principal, Neah Bay
Elementary School

-UW Telling Our Stories
Participant

“Thank you to our fifth
graders for sharing your
intelligence, creativity, and
stories with us. You are all
so bright and we loved
being able to explore digital
storytelling with you…”
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-UW Telling Our Stories
Participant
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Pipeline Interns Spotlight
Our 2015-2016 Intern team has worked hard at work with some of our biggest events of the year, such as recruiting 591
tutors, an additional 55 tutors from the year before! Some of those events include the annual Pipeline Bowalthon, where
the money received went towards funding for student U-Cars, and the newly created Open Mic Night, where we got to
witness both our interns and the community take the stage with their talents!

“Pipeline is such a flexible
organization – students get to
tutor whatever age and subject
they are interested in, which I
believe results in a more
valuable experience for both
the UW mentors and the
students.” –Sara Mar

Shontia and Devika at the
Pipeline Booth on Education
Day. Education Day is a chance
to highlight the hard work our
staff and tutors put inside and
outside the classroom.

“I love that I am able to
combine my passions of
working with children and
meeting new people who
share my interests through
Pipeline.” –Devika Vyas

“Pipeline gives me
opportunities to engage
myself in community
outreach and realize how
meaningful reaching out to
underprivileged students is
in supporting our local
community.” –Min Seo

Sara and Devika during our Black
History Month event. Students got
a chance to write and reflect on
what Black History meant to them
on the yellow poster.
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“Whether it’s taking part
in our events or hosting
them, I’ve enjoyed every
minute of my time as a
Pipeline Intern. I can’t
wait to see what we’ve
got going on next year!”
–David Chen

In addition to reflecting on Black
History, students could also
reflect on what education meant
to them, just like this student!
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Tutor Spotlights
“As someone who is
uncomfortable talking in front
of groups, the Pipeline Project
helped me gain experience in
doing so and made me feel
much more confident.”
-Lauren, Pipeline Tutor,
Concord Elementary School

“I was most excited
interacting with the kids and
being able to understand how
they each learn as students.”

Here’s what our K-12 school
partners and tutors have to
say about their experience
with the Pipeline Project.

“Natalie has been here since fall
and has been working with two
students all year. A new teacher
left before winter break and
Natalie had that desire to help
and encourage a student who
has just come in. I appreciate her
willingness to jump in and help
in that time of need.”
-Susan Huntley, Tutoring
Coordinator, Washington
Middle School

-Josh, Pipeline Tutor, Sand
Point Elementary School

“Learning how to cross language
barriers in teaching was really
challenging but fun, and once it
got easier, I connected with the
students better. It has been really
humbling to see how hard some
of these students work and the
amount they can improve in such
a short time.”
-Pipeline Tutor, Vietnamese
Friendship Association

“Observing teachers helped me
begin to build a tool box for my
own teaching in the future. I
loved how I was able to engage
students in conversation about
not only writing but also current
issues, which allowed me to learn
alongside them.”
-Kali, Pipeline Tutor, South Lake
Alternative High School

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON | PIPELINE PROJECT

7

Pipeline by the Numbers
Volunteers,
85 Students

41 Inner
Pipeline
Seminars
Service
Learning, 204
Students

Alterative
Spring
Break, 68
Students

1,201 Inner
Pipeline Seminar
Credits

863
Students

39 School and

20,712 Hours

Community
Partnerships

of Service

Inner Pipeline Seminars,
506 Students

Thank You Pipeline Supporters!
Thank you so much to all of the people that donated to make this year’s Pipeline Project programs a success! We would
like to thank the donors, large and small, for their contributions. While we only have space to recognize those that
donated over $100 on this page, please know that we appreciate your contribution, whatever size it is. We would also like
to specially thank the Discuren Foundation for your support this year!
Baljit Gill
Beverly Doleac
Camille M. Horne
Carol J. Peoples
Cecilia O'Brien
Cheryl Martin
Cheryl S. Edmonson
Christine A. Stickler
Dennis King
Diane Felix
Elizabeth Cockrel
Emily A. Schwartz
Frances Noriega

Gerianne Sands
Gurjeet Brar
H. Sam Anderson, D.D.S.
Heather Romero
Hemant Vyas
Henry Pham
James W. Kisela
Janice M. DeCosmo, Ph.D.
Jason N. Bishop
Jennifer Lord
Jessie M. Garcia
Jodene E. Davis
John Bennet Friel

John Carpenter
John Curtis Kisela
Joni Sharrah
Karen Clement
Kathleen O'Brien
Kim Trembley
Kimberly Kaiser
Loren Jun
Lynn K. Hogan, Ph.D.
Margo Schmitz
Martha Padilla
Michelle Sloan
Ms. June Ann Hassebroek

Phebe Ramirez
Prof. Jeansok J. Kim
Rebecca Hassebroek
Rita Hagan
Rui Pinto-Cardoso
Rupinder Sandhu
Sukhminder Sandhu
Susan E. Damon
Susan S. Anderson
Teri M. Hein
Thomas Empson
Tomitha Blake
YMCA

Finally, we would like to give a special thanks to the University of Washington’s Undergraduate Academic Affairs, Center of
Experiental Learning and Diversity, University of Washington College of Education, Dean Ed Taylor, Associate Dean Jason
Johnson and Associate Dean Janice DeCosmo for your continuous support. Furthermore, a warm thank you to all of the K12 school teachers, administrators, and volunteer coordinators who have collaborated with our UW Pipeline Tutors!
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New and Upcoming Additions
Telling Our Stories: Imagining Our Futures
This project will build on the successful six-year model of “Telling Our
Stories”, incorporating Neah Bay students’ videos and photo sand
stories with a new focus on envisioning their futures. The goal will be
to not only have them see themselves pursuing higher education, but
also learning, as early as fifth grade, about career paths that can
ensure their visions of being able to live and thrive in Neah Bay after
graduation.

NASA Science Alternative
Spring Break (ASB)
UW students will facilitate weeklong science activities in middle and
high school classrooms across
Washington State as part of the
NASA Science ASB. This program is
built upon Pipeline’s successful
outreach model in rural and tribal
communities in Washington with
ASB. It is part of a collaborative
partnership with programs such as
the UW’s Earth Space Science
Department and First Nations
MESA.

Connect with us:

Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/PipelineProjectUW
Twitter – @PipelineUW
Instagram – @pipelineproject
Email – pipeline@uw.edu
Official Website – http://expd.uw.edu/PIPELINE
Check out more tutor stories by searching #UWPipelinePride on our sites!

To make a donation to the Pipeline Project to make sure projects like Alternative Spring Break continue to connect UW
undergraduates and the communities of Washington state, go to: https://www.washington.edu/giving/ and indicate Friends of
Pipeline Gift Fund.
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